More than ever developing countries to highlight G20 Summit
By Song Haoxin from People’s Daily
A record number of developing countries are being invited to the 11th G20 Summit slated for Sept.
4-5 in the eastern Chinese city of Hangzhou. Such move will bring the developing world’s
engagement in global governance to an unprecedented high.
Though G20 members include both developed and developing ones, the latter was not fully
represented. By bringing the largest-ever presence of representatives from the developing world,
China hops to cover this “democratic deficit” and help developing countries involve more in
global governance.
Ruan Zongze, Executive Vice President of China's Institute of International Studies, told People's
Daily that the developing nations will shine the upcoming summit.
The invited nations for this summit are all representative ones. The released information showed
that Chadian President Idriss Déby, Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi, Kazakh President
Nursultan Nazarbayev, Lao President Boungnang Vorachith, Senegalese President Macky Sall and
Thai Prime Minister Prayuth Chan-ocha are all on the name list.
Among those nations, Chad is the rotating presidency of the African Union while Senegal is the
planning presidency of the New Partnership for Africa's Development. Laos is now the rotating
presidency of the ASEAN while Thailand is the rotating presidency of G77. Egypt and
Kazakhstan can well represent the developing countries.
These representative nations will help boost G20’s communication with the African Union,
ASEAN and G77 so that more voices of the developing countries will be heard. Such an
arrangement also keeps abreast with the summit’s theme, namely "Building an innovative,
invigorated, interconnected and inclusive world economy".
The meeting will also be more inclusive as developed world and developing world will sit
together to plan for healthy and sustained development of world economy.
Comparing China as a bridge linking the developing and developed countries, and connecting the
developing world and the G20, Ruan stressed that it is more urgent now to include the developing
countries into the global economic governance.
The scholar also praised China’s emphasis on the development. Hailing the host country’s
arrangement as a wise choice, the scholar said with more participation in the summit, the
developing nations can increase their involvement in G20 agendas and also set up cooperative
partnership with G20 members.
The uneven development is one reason for today’s lackluster world economy. But more

engagement of developing countries in G20 agendas will help narrow down such unbalance as the
former’s development will release more demands that will further drive world economic growth.
The G20 members have proved this idea with the win-win cooperation between the developing
and developed world since the 2008 financial crisis.
China’s decision to place the “development” at the core of global governance for the first time also
meets the appeals of developing nations. By bring more voices of developing world in the summit,
both developing and developed countries can have an equal-footed discussion on global economic
affairs.
Such an arrangement, which keeps in line with the shift of world economic landscape, can also be
seen as a kind of historic progress.

Caption: August 3, 2016, on Yiwu International Trade City, customer from India is discussing
stationary business with the shopkeeper. (Xinhua)

Caption: July 5, 2016, C20 conference opened in Qingdao, more than 200 delegates attend. The
meeting lasts for 2 days.

Caption: August 8, 2016, the teacher of training course for foreign business personnel, ChenDan is
taking group photo with her foreign students. (Xinhua)

