NAME:
Joana Falcao Salles
INSTITUTION / FUNCTION:

Groningen Institute for Evolutionary Life Sciences (GELIFES),
University of Groningen, the Netherlands

E-mail: j.falcao.salles@rug.nl
More information:
https://www.rug.nl/staff/j.falcao.salles/?lang=en

https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4317-7263

Twitter@SallesFalcao
Short Professional Biography:
Current Position: Professor in Microbial Community Ecology

Current of Previous Postdoc(s): Universite de Lyon 1, France (2005-2008)

Studies:
MSc. in Plant Production at the Federal Rural University of Rio de Janeiro (Brazil)

PhD. in Microbial Ecology at the University of Leiden (Netherlands)

Research interests

Joana Falcao Salles is a full professor in Microbial Community Ecology at the Groningen Institute for
Evolutionary Life Sciences (GELIFES) at the University of Groningen, the Netherlands. She is also a
member of the executive board of the International Society for Microbial Ecology (ISME) since 2020
and an Honorary Professor at the University of Nanjing, China. Her research line uses ecological and
evolutionary theory to unravel the causes and the consequences of free-living and host-associated
microbial communities. Central questions are: How are microbiomes formed? What are the
processes and mechanisms leading to the development of microbial communities? What are the
consequences of microbial diversity on the functioning of the environment/host? She addresses
these topics in a range of habitats (agricultural soil, salt marshes soils) and hosts (plants, arthropods,
birds, mice, and humans) by combining experimental procedures (field, microcosm, mesocosm,
manipulative experiments), modeling, microbiological and molecular techniques, metagenomic and
bioinformatic approaches, to address both fundamental and applied questions (agriculture, bio-
based economy). She has coordinated several projects and published over 100 papers in peer-
reviewed journals.
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