
 

 

GENERAL GUIDELINES WHILE VISITING THE USFQ GALAPAGOS 
EXTENSION CAMPUS ON SAN CRISTOBAL ISLAND 

 
These rules are designed to minimize risks for visitors, costs for USFQ Galapagos 
Extension Campus,  and visitors, and to conserve the environment. Any visitor of the 
USFQ Galapagos Extension Campus must comply all this rules, and will responsible for 
any consequence cause by the failure to accomplish these duties or guidelines.  
 

1. San Cristobal Island is a small town with a relatively conservative community. 
Behave accordingly and be sensitive to local customs. Being drunk and being nude 
on the beaches are not looked upon well by the local community. Please take this 
into consideration during free time and parties. Remember that any behavior has a 
multiplier effect in a small community, so think about the consequences of your 
actions. 

2. Keep the USFQ Galapagos Extension Campus clean and tidy by rinsing sand off 
your feet before entering the premises and not leave your belongings around the 
hall, classrooms, or common area. Store your belongings in secured lockers 
available to you. You are solely responsible for the protection of your property.  

3. Always remember that even if you are not participating in a USFQ sponsored 
activity, you will always be seen as a representative of USFQ and your home 
institution. 

4. The USFQ Galapagos Extension Campus is open until midnight. At this point the 
door is locked but the guard is inside. The door opens again when the guard 
leaves, around 6:00 am.   

5. Please use the recycling system on the island. Blue for recyclables (plastic, glass, 
paper), green for organics, and black for all other waste.  

6. The schedule for the computer lab is Monday – Friday 08:00-12:00, 14:00-18:00, 
and 20:00-24:00. Please respect these times. 

7. Utilizing Skype on the USFQ Galapagos Extension Campus is not allowed.  It is 
considered an obstacle and threat to normal academic and research activities due 
to the technological capacity of the island, and may result in academic sanctions. 

8. USFQ Galapagos Extension is a smoke-free, alcohol-free, and drug-free campus. 
9. Individuals are financially responsible for any and all loss or damage that they 

cause to USFQ Galapagos Extension Campus property and surrounding lands, 
flora and fauna. This includes but it is not limited to buildings, furniture, other 
installations, equipment and field gear, linens and kitchenware, among others.  

10. Only staff members are allowed in the kitchen and storage rooms.  

GENERAL GUIDELINES WHILE VISITING THE GALAPAGOS ISLANDS 
 

1. Use precaution when swimming or snorkeling. Always approach the boat on the 
sides so that you avoid the propeller.  Never swim or snorkel alone. Be aware that 
there can be a strong undercurrent and that there is no lifeguard on duty.  

2. In order to dive, you must hire a guide, have the appropriate diving certification and 
an all risks insurance. 

3. Individuals are financially responsible for any and all loss or damage to equipment 
rented from an agency (such as fins and masks used for snorkeling). This applies 
to individuals participating in a USFQ sponsored activity or in an activity in their 
own free time.   
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GALAPAGOS NATIONAL PARK RULES 
You must abide by these rules during your time in the Galapagos: 

 
1. Visitors to any protected areas in the National Park have to be accompanied by a 

Licensed Galapagos National Park Guide at all times. 
2. To help the conservation and for your security at the visitor sites, please stay within 

the marked trails. 
3. Please keep your distance from the wildlife. A distance of two meters (6 ft) is 

required. Do not touch the animals or allow them to touch you. 
4. Do not feed the wildlife.  They can feed themselves and you will alter the balance 

of nature. 
5. Do not use a camera flash on the wildlife.  It can alter their natural way of life. 

Professional photographers and filmmakers need a written authorization by the 
National Park. 

6. There are authorized camping sites on the Galapagos and you may use them by 
asking for written authorization 48 hours in advance. Please visit the National Park 
office on the island you are visiting. 

7. Please fully cooperate with the environmental inspection and quarantine services 
during your visit. Introduced plants, animals, and certain types of food which are 
not native to the islands are a very serious threat to the Galapagos ecosystems 
and may result in severe sanctions. 

8. Souvenirs, made from black coral, shells, volcanic rocks, animal parts, and native 
woods are illegal to buy and remove from the islands.  Also, eating certain species 
out of season is illegal. Is your duty to be informed about this topic. 

9. Capturing or exporting fauna or flora, dead or alive, is illegal and may result in 
severe penal sanctions. 

10. All types of graffiti on rocks, trees, and walls are illegal and may result in severe 
penal sanctions. 

11. All garbage should be kept on your person and deposited in the correct recycling 
containers on your return to the populated areas. Please show your conservation 
attitude and do your part to keep Galapagos litter free. 

12. Smoking and/or camp fires are forbidden within the National Park.  They are a 
danger to the flora and fauna. 

13. It is forbidden to do any type of fishing activity from tour boats.   
14. Motorized aquatic sports, mini-subs, and aerial tourism are not permitted in the 

National Park. 
 
Violation of these regulations can result in fines or permanent expulsion from USFQ 
Galapagos  Extension Campus or Galapagos National Park, without any right to 
reimbursement any payment previously made to cover costs of transportation, room or 
board. Any violation of these rules may caused civil, penal or administrative penalties 
against the infractor. Remember, everyone is expected to behave in a way that is 
compatible with the conservation of the Galapagos! 
 
I declare that I have read and understand these rules that I will fulfill during 
my stay in Galapagos Islands. 

Student Signature: _________________________________ 
Printed Name: ____________________________________ 

Date: ___________ 


